WARWICKSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


ED  U  CATION  COM  M  ITT  E  E. 


To  the  Education  Committee, 

Warwickshire  County  Council. 


May ,  1917. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1.  1  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  my  Report  for  the  year  1916  on  the  work  done  with 
regard  to  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  in  the  Administrative  County,  under 
the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907. 

2.  This  is  the  eighth  Report  for  a  full  year,  in  addition  to  that  made  for  a  portion 
of  the  year  1908. 

8.  In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Education,  that  short  Reports 

should  be  written  at  the  present  time  “  of  a  comparatively  simple  nature,  indicating  the 
character  and  volume  of  the  work  done,  and  the  results  of  following  up  and  treatment,” 
I  propose  to  deal  briefly  with  the  results  of  Medical  Inspection  during  the  year  1916  on  the 
lines  indicated. 

4.  There  are  in  the  County  319  separate  Schools  and  Departments,  with  a  school 
population  of  approximately  37,300. 

5.  Owing  to  the  war  no  new  schools-  have  been  built  during  1916,  and  practically 
no  structural  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  only  matters  of  extreme  urgency 
receiving  attention. 


(a)  General  Statement  of  the  extent  and  scope  of  Medical  Inspection  carried  out 

in  1916. 

6.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  only  one  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  W.  H. 
Parkinson,  was  available  for  Medical  Inspection,  the  other  two  Assistants,  Drs.  Bracey  and 
Bates  being  then  on  Military  Service.  This  necessitated  a  continuance  of  the  arrangements 
made  in  the  previous  year  for  the  examination  of  “  ailing  ”  .children  only,  the  routine 
examination  of  “  Entrants  ”  and  “  Leavers  ”  being  temporarily  discontinued.  On  May 
17th  Dr.  Bates  returned  to  the  County  after  twelve  months’  Military  Service.  After  that 
date  the  examination  of  ailing  children  was  continued  together  with  the  routine  inspection 
of  children  of  twelve  years  of  age  and  over,  in  some  of  the  larger  schools  towards  the  end 
of  the  year. 

7.  As  a  result  of  a  request  to  Head  Teachers  for  lists  of  children  of  all  ages  likely 
to  benefit  by  Medical  Inspection,  2208  names  were  submitted.  These  were  selected  in 
many  instances,  with  the  help  of  the  School  Nurses  who  were  instructed  to  visit  ever}'  school 
from  which  a  return  of  “  No  Specials  for  Examination  ”  was  received.  By  this  means 
many  cases  of  slight  defect  were  discovered  and  examined  in  due  course  by  the  Medical  Staff. 


8-  Two  hundred  and  seventy  five  Departments  from  which  children  were  notified 

by  Teachers  and  School  Nurses  were  inspected  during  the  year.  Thirty-one  children  were 
absent  on  the  date  of  examination. 

(b)  Children  inspected  1st  January ,  1916 ,  to  31st  December,  1916. 


Entrants.  Leavers.  Total. 

Boys  .  .  Nil  367 

Girls  .  .  Nil  370  737 

Special  Cases. 

Boys  .  1091 

Girls  1117  2208 


Re-examinations  and  Examinations  at  Special  visits  .  1443 

Total  .  4388 

The  re-examination  of  all  children  found  defective  at  previous  inspections  could 
not  be  undertaken  in  a  routine  manner  by  the  Medical  Staff  during  the  past  year,  this  work 
being  again  temporarily  left  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  School  Nurses. 

BE  Special  visits  to  schools  were  made  in  many  instances  by  the  Deputy  School 

Medical  Officer  in  connection  with  matters  of  Medical  or  Sanitary  import,  and  time  was 
saved  by  seeing  a  number  of  excluded  children  at  the  County  Offices. 

(c)  Review  of  the  results  obtained  in  “  folloiving  up  ”  defects. 

IE  A  detailed  statement  of  the  work  of  the  School  Nurses  will  be  found  in 

the  Appendix. 

12.  Although  Medical  Inspection  was  considerably  curtailed  during  the  year,  the 
work  of  following  up  defects  was  carried  out  in  the  same  thorough  manner  as  in  previous 
years  by  the  staff  of  Health  Visitors  who  also  act  as  School  Nurses. 

13.  The  staff  has  now  increased  to  fifteen,  including  the  Superintendent,  Miss  Lowe. 
In  the  middle  of  the  year,  a  re-arrangement  of  Districts  was  .made  ;  some  of  the  more 
unwieldy  areas  being  reduced  and  new  districts  formed.  This  all  tends  towards  greater 
efficiency  since  the  better  acquainted  the  School  Nurse  is  with  her  schools,  teachers,  children, 
and  parents,  the  sooner  will  her  advice  be  acted  upon,  and  the  sooner  will  children  be  made 
physically  fit  and  better  able  to  derive  full  benefit  from  the  teaching  given  them.  Both  the 
County  and  the  Country  will  be  the  gainers  when  the  conditions  allow  of  a  still  larger  staff 
being  maintained,  so  that  further  activities  may  be  undertaken  with  a  view  to  the  still  better 
supervision  of  children  in  attendance  at  school  and  of  those  both  under  and  over  school  age. 

14.  The  number  of  defects  notified  during  Medical  Inspections,  1596,  is  much  the 
same  as  in  1915,  when  the  figures  were  1509.  During  both  years  the  examination  of  ailing 
children  has  been  mainly  undertaken,  and  in  this  connection  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  nearly 
50  per  cent,  of  all  children  examined  had  defects  of  such  a  degree  as  to  require  a  notice  to 
the  parents  recommending  them  to  obtain  treatment.  The  majority  of  the  remainder 
suffered  from  minor  ailments  which  necessitate  their  being  kept  under  observation. 

15.  In  addition  to  the  defects  notified  during  Medical  Inspection,  the  School  Nurses 
had  notice  of  4340  children  requiring  home  visiting.  These  include  children  suffering  from 
Ringworm,  Impetigo,  Scabies,  Dirty  Heads,  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions  notified  by 
the  Head  Teachers  and  School  Attendance  Officers. 

16.  With  320  defects  carried  forward  from  the  previous  year,  a  total  of  6255  cases  went 
through  the  hands  of  the  School  Nurses  during  the  year,  and  to  these  9492  visits  were  paid 
as  compared  with  8935  in  1915.  This  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  School 
Nurses  is  co-incident  with  the  increase  in  the  staff  made  in  May,  1916,  two  additional  Health 
Visitors,  Miss  Gough  and  Mrs.  Perren,  being  appointed  then. 
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Very  good  work  has  again  been  accomplished  by  the  School'  Norses  in  visiting 
schools  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  children  for  uncleanliness.  30,092  children  have 
thus  been  examined. 

18.  V  hat  are  regarded  as  Dirty  Schools,  from  the  point  of  view  of  Head  uncleanliness, 

are  visited  repeatedly  until  a  better  standard  of  cleanliness  is  reached.  In  this  respect  a 
great  deal  depends  upon  the  interest  taken  by  the  Head  Teachers,  many  of  whom  the  School 
Nurses  have  complimented  and  thanked  for  the  willing  help  they  have  given  in  striving  to 
rid  their  schools  of  this  pest — the  Verminous  head. 

13.  Of  the  6256  defects  dealt  with  5481  received  some  form  of  treatment,  695 

remaining  untreated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

20.  Of  the  5  481  cases  treated,  3,261  referred  to  Heads  cleansed,  Impetigo  treated 
and  neglected  children  attended  to.  One  hundred  and  eighty  two  cases  of  Scabies  were 
also  visited,  and  all  cured  before  re-admission  to  school. 

21.  Defective  Vision. 

Five  hundred  and  sixty  five  cases  of  Defective  Vision  were  dealt  with,,  all  being 
recommended  to  obtain  treatment  either  at  Hospitals  or  from  Local  Medical  Practitioners. 
Spectacles  were  obtained  for  265  children,  and  175  remained  untreated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

22.  This  large  number  of  untreated  cases  is  to  be  accounted  for  (1)  by  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  obtaining  Hospital  tickets  especially  in  the  Atherstone,  Bedworth  and  Rugby 
Districts,  and  (2)  by  the  curtailed  railway  service  and  increased  railway  fares  and  expenses — 
no  small  item  where  mother  and  child  have  to  spend  the  greater  part  of  a  day  away  from 
home  when  attending  a  large  Hospital  such  as  the  Birmingham  Eye  Hospital. 

23.  In  order  to  provide  more  effectually  for  children  suffering  from  defective  Vision, 
it  would  be  well,  on  the  return  to  normal  conditions,  to  establish  examination  Clinics  at 
suitable  Centres  throughout  the  County  where  children  could  attend  for  examination  by  a 
Medical  Officer  specially  qualified  in  this  particular  branch  of  Medicine. 

24.  But  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  the  meantime  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  children 
suffering  from  Visual  defects  are  unable  to  obtain  efficient  treatment  without  dangerous 
delay.  To  obviate  this  and  as  a  temporary  measure,  I  would  suggest  that  the  Education 
Committee  make  an  annual  contribution  to  the  Birmingham  Eye  Hospital,  and  the  Warneford 
Hospital,  Leamington,  for  the  purchase  of  a  definite  number  of  Hospital  tickets  for 
distribution  as  and  where  required  by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  If  this  were  done,  the 
number  of  untreated  cases  would  I  feel  sure  be  very  considerably  reduced. 

25.  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

Great  difficulty  is  experienced  at  the  present  time  in  obtaining  surgical  treatment 
for  this  condition  for  reasons  which  are  obvious  to  all. 

Only  161  cases  were  operated  on  out  of  512  recommended  for  treatment.  In  246 
cases  parents  did  not  even  consult  their  family  doctor,  knowing  no  doubt  that  either  he  did 
not  undertake  such  work  or  was  too  busy  to  arrange  for  operative  work  of  this  nature. 
Unfortunately  these  growths  are  an  important  factor  in  the  cause  of  permanent  deafness  and 
of  arrested  mental  development,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  before  long  be  facilities 
again  for  the  proper  operative  treatment  of  this  condition. 

26.  Deafness  and  Otorrhcea. 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  cases  were  referred  to  the  School  Nurses  as  being  of 
such  a  degree  as  to  require  treatment.  Only  78  received  Medical  or  Surgical  treatment,  41 
not  being  attended  to  at  all. 
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27.  Heart  Disease. 


Of  52  cases,  35  received  Medical  attention.  Whether  Medical  advice  is  sought 
or  not,  Teachers  are  advised  in  every  instance  by  the  Medical  Inspector  to  what  extent 
children  thus  affected  should  work  or  engage  in  physical  drill  or  games. 

28.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

This  condition  was  found  in  72  children,  only  two  remaining  untreated  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Treatment  was  accorded  to  a  few  of  these  children  at  Bramcote  Sanatorium 
for  periods  of  one  to  three  months  with  invariably  good  results. 

29.  In  tbe  reports  of  the  School  Nurses  on  their  year’s  work,  attention  is  drawn 
almost  without  exception  to  the  neglect  as  regards  personal  hygiene  of  many  of  the  children. 
This  is  accounted  for  to  a  large  extent,  not  through  any  marked  dissoluteness  on  the  part  of 
the  parents,  but  merely  owing  to  so  many  mothers  being  engaged  in  work  of  a  national 
character,  the  children  having  to  be  left  to  tend  to  themselves,  or  be  cared  for  by  someone 
too  old  to  control  them.  Neglect  was  noticeable  not  only  in  personal  cleanliness  and 
tidiness,  but  it  extended  to  medical  treatment  as  well.  This  was  more  evident  during  1916 
than  in  the  previous  year.  Mothers  are  now  kept  so  closely  at  work  that  they  find  it 
difficult  to  spare  the  time  to  take  their  children  to  Hospital  for  Medical  or  Surgical  treatment, 
and  the  excuse  so  frequently  offered  that  nothing  must  be  done  to  their  child  so  long  as  the 
father  is  away,  contributes  to  make  the  work  of  following  up,  laborious  in  the  extreme.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  development  of  Day  Nurseries  already  instituted  in  some  of  the  Urban 
Districts  of  the  County  and  contemplated  in  others,  will  control  to  some  extent  this  growing 
neglect  on  the  part  of  working  mothers. 

30.  I  must  thank  the  School  Nursing  Staff'  for  the  keen  interest  they  have  displayed 
in  their  work  during  the  past  year,  made  more  arduous  for  them  through  the  absence  of  two 
of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  for  the  greater  part  of  this  period.  One  realizes  the 
vastness  of  their  work  when  the  results,  as  drawn  out  by  Miss  Lowe,  Superintendent,  and 
shown  in  the  Appendix,  are  studied  in  detail.  It  is  there  shown  that  as  a  result  of  the 
process  of  “  following  up  ”  in  the  homes  of  the  children,  85 •  3  per  cent,  of  defects  excluding 
Dirty  Heads  and  Carious  Teeth  received  Medical  or  Surgical  treatment.  This  without 
Clinics  is  indeed  testimony  to  the  thoroughness  with  which  that  part  of  the  work  of  the 
Health  Visitors  which  pertains  to  school  children,  is  carried  out  in  Warwickshire. 

(d)  Stimulation  and  Prosecution. 

31.  I  have  again  to  thank  the  School  Attendance  Department  for  their  willing 
assistance  in  bringing  pressure  to  bear  upon  parents  who  neglect  to  obtain  treatment  for 
their  children  after  repeated  visits  by  the  School  Nurses.  Seventy  cases  were  thus  dealt 
with  by  the  School  Attendance  Officers. 

It  was  deemed  inadvisable  to  take  legal  proceedings  in  any  case  of  neglect  as 
regards  Medical  treatment  during  the  past  year. 

(e)  Medical  Treatment. 

32.  There  was  no  scheme  for  the  provision  of  treatment  by  the  Education  Committee 
during  the  year  under  review,  the  responsibility  resting  with  parents  or  Guardians  to  obtain 
treatment,  either  from  Local  Practitioners  or  Hospitals,  the  School  Nurses  following  up  the 
cases  to  see  that  such  was  carried  out. 

% 

33.  Facilities  are  however  given  to  parents  in  connection  with  ( a )  the  provision  of 
spectacles,  and  (5)  the  X-ray  treatment  of  Ringworm. 

(a)  Provision  of  Spectacles.  A  grant  not  exceeding  3/6  per  head  is  allowed  in 
necessitous  cases  towards  the  provision  of  spectacles,  and  the  railway  fare  of  the  child  to  and 
from  Hospital  is  also  provided  where  the  case  is  found  to  be  a  deserving  one. 
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34.  (5)  X-ray  treatment  of  Ringworm. 

There  was  only  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  number  of  Ringworm  cases  notified 
from  (he  schools  during  tlie  year,  519  as  compared  with  561  the  previous  year. 

35.  Of  these  252  obtained  Medical  treatment,  and  259  were  treated  with 
Home  remedies. 

36.  Body  Ringworm,  which  usually  yields  quickly  to  treatment,  was  present  in 
approximately  20  per  cent,  of  these  cases. 

37.  For  Ringworm  of  the  scalp,  which  is  much  more  intractable,  X-ray  treatment 
can  be  obtained  at  Coventry,  Leamington  and  Rugby.  There  was  no  extension  of  these 
facilities  during  the  year. 

38.  Fifty-three  cases  underwent  X-ray  treatment,  45  being  treated  at  the  expense 
of  the  Education  Committee  and  8  either  privately  or  through  Boards  of  Guardians. 

39.  Great  trouble  was  experienced  both  at  Coventry  and  Leamington  through  the 
X-ray  tubes  failing,  replacement  being  found  most  difficult  through  war  time  disturbance 
of  trade.  Several  cases  exposed  during  the  early  months  of  the  year  w^ere  on  this  account 
not  very  successful,  the  average  duration  of  treatment  being  raised  thereby  from  50  days 
during  the  previous  year  to  70  days  in  1916. 

40.  I  am  pleased  to  say  both  installations  are  now  in  good  working  order,  and  the 
period  occupied  in  treatment  is  again  considerably  reduced. 

41.  No  ill-effects  such  as  permanent  baldness  or  dermatitis  have  resulted  from  this 
treatment  in  any  of  the  cases  exposed  to  the  rays. 

42.  The  School  Nurses  continue,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Deputy  School 
Medical  Officer,  to  carry  out  after  treatment  in  the  homes,  a  return  to  school  only  being 
granted  when  he  is  satisfied  that  a  cure  has  been  effected. 

43.  In  the  following  up  of  all  cases  of  Ringworm  of  the  Scalp  the  School  Nurses 
take  samples  of  hair  and  forward  them  to  the  County  Health  Offices  for  examination. 
During  the  year  the  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  has  in  this  connection  made  945 
Microscopical  Examinations.  Of  these  628  were  positive,  295  negative,  and  22  were  found 
not  to  be  Ringworm. 

(/)  Review  of  action  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Schools. 

44.  The  method  of  notification  by  Head  Teachers  and  School  Attendance  Officers, 
as  adopted  in  the  past  has  been  continued. 

45.  Altogether  6129  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease,  both  notifiable  and  non- 
notifiable,  including  also  cases  of  Infectious  Skin  Disease  and  Verminous  conditions  have 
been  received  from  the  schools  during  the  year.  This  is  a  slight  decrease  on  the  previous 
year’s  figures  which  were  7292. 

46.  The  year  1916  was  marked  by  an  absence  of  any  Epidemic  outbreak  of  Infectious 
Disease  that  could  be  described  as  at  all  general — consequently  there  were  very  fewT  school 
closures  on  this  account  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Only  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  was  Measles  becoming  more  prevalent,  Epidemics  commencing  then  in  the  Foleshill 
and  Stra*tford-on-Avon  districts.  This  disease  spread  rapidly  during  the  early  months  of 
1917,  but  appeared  to  be  again  falling  off  at  the  time  of  going  to  print. 

(g)  Blind ,  Deaf  and  Mentally  Defective  Children. 

47.  Only  four  Blind  or  Partially  Blind  children  have  been  sent  to  Institutions  during 
the  year,  and  on  December  31st,  1916,  15  Blind  children  from  the  County  were  being 
maintained  in  Institutions. 
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48.  One  Deaf  and  Dumb  child  was  sent  to  a  Special  School  for  the  Deaf,  and  there 
were  17  children  from  the  County  in  similar  Institutions  on  December  31st,  1910. 

49.  The  process  of  certification  of  Defectives  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  has 
proceeded  slowly  during  the  year. 

50.  Of  400  children  notified  by  Teachers  and  School  Attendance  Officers  as  likely  to 
be  defective,  170  have  been  examined  and  classified  as  follows  : — Idiots  and  Imbeciles  12, 
Educable  Feeble-Minded  (including  some  of  low  grade  type)  108,  Dull  and  Backward 
children  (including  some  mild  Epileptics)  50. 

51.  The  Idiots  and  Imbeciles  have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  and  are 
being  dealt  with  by  them. 

52.  It  has  been  found  impossible  up  to  the  present  to  make  any  provision  for  the 
Educable  Feeble-minded  children  who  have  already  been  certified.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
examination  of  all  defectives  would  have  been  completed  this  year,  but  owing  to  a  still 
further  depletion  of  the  Medical  Staff,  I  fear  this  work  will  have  again  to  remain  in 
abeyance.  Cases  of  any  urgency  that  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Deputy  School 
Medical  Officer  are  dealt  with  by  him  and  appropriate  measures  taken  whenever  possible. 

(h)  Open  Air  School. 

53.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Open  Air  School,  West  Malvern,  Worcester¬ 
shire,  for  the  admission  of  four  children  from  Warwickshire,  two  boys  and  two  girls.  Each 
received  a  period  of  thirteen  weeks’  treatment.  The  cases  selected  were  Boys  (a)  Slight 
Lateral  Spinal  Curvature  and  General  Debility.  (5)  Chronic  Bronchial  Asthma.  Girls  (c) 
Anaemia  and  threatened  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  ( cl )  Marked  Anaemia.  As  to  the  results 
of  their  stay,  a,  b,  and  c  benefitted  to  a  remarkable  extent,  d  showing  only  slight  improve¬ 
ment.  After  her  return  this  last  child  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Optic  Atrophy,  the 
result  of  a  pituitary  growth,  this  condition  contributing  no  doubt  to  her  Anaemia. 

All  the  parents  were  most  grateful  to  the  Education  Committee  for  granting 
their  children  such  facilities  for  treatment,  and  were  without  exception  very  favourably 
impressed  with  the  school. 

54.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  report  the  inability  of  the  Authorities  of 
the  West  Malvern  Open  Air  School  to  take  any  more  children  from  Warwickshire  in  future, 
as  all  the  places  in  the  School  have  now  been  reserved  for  Worcestershire  children  only. 

55.  It  is  hoped  that  when  conditions  allow,  arrangements  will  be  made  in  Warwick¬ 
shire  for  the  Residential  Open  Air  Treatment  of  a  few  selected  children  annually,  and  in 
the  meantime  that  teachers  will  be  encouraged  to  hold  Open  Air  Classes  as  frequently  as 
possible  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months,  and  to  carry  into  practice  what  is  now 
universally  regarded  as  essential  to  health — the  open  window — since  the  responsibility  for 
the  health  of  the  children  rests  with  the  Local  Education  Authority  so  long  as  they  come 
under  the  aegis  of  that  Authority. 

58.  As  a  preliminary  step  towards  the  ideal  Open  Air  life  of  the  child  during 

school  attendance,  I  should  like  to  see  erected  in  every  playground  a  simply  constructed 
shed  with  a  dry  impervious  floor,  and  open  sides,  preferably  with  some  form  of  curtain  to 
shelter  any  one  side  from  wind  or  rain.  Each  class  could  then  be  given  a  certain  period  of 
teaching  in  the  open  each  day,  with  results  which,  I  am  convinced  would  quickly  repay 
this  moderate  expenditure.  Such  classes  in  the  open  would  also  accustom  the  children  to 
the  open  window  in  school  and  help  to  live  down  the  objection  to  ventilation  so  frequently 
raised  by  parents. 
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(*)  Special  Enquiries. 

57-  Owing  to  the  continued  depletion  of  our  Medical  Staff  and  to  the  disturbance 

thus  caused  in  connection  with  ordinary  Medical  Inspection,  it  was  found  impossible  to 
continue  the  investigation  into  cases  of  Adenoids  which  was  carried  out  in  1914,  and 
described  in  the  Annual  Report  for  that  year.  But  a  matter  of  great  interest,  especially  at 
the  present  time  has  been  enquired  into  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Parkinson,  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer,  in  connection  with  the  employment  of  school  children  out  of  school  hours  in  the 
Rugby  District,  a  Report  on  which  is  appended. 

The  various  tables  are  most  interesting  and  instructive,  showing  at  a  glance  how 
detrimental  employment  out  of  school  hours  is  to  the  majority  of  those  children  who  have 
perforce  to  undertake  such  irregular  duties.  Doubtless  there  are  difficulties  to  be  faced  at 
the  present  time  in  connection  with  the  employment  of  labour,  but  great  care  must  be 
exercised  in  safeguarding  the  children  from  being  exploited  by  avaricious  tradesmen  or 
encouraged  by  parents  with  like  propensities. 

Conclusion. 

58.  The  year  under  review  has  been  the  second  in  which  for  the  whole  period  the 
country  has  been  at  war,  and  as  last  year,  I  am  struck  by  the  work  which  has  been  done  in 
the  way  of  adaptation  to  meet  difficulties  as  they  have  arisen.  Obviously  with  the  bulk  of 
the  Medical  Staff  away  on  service,  much  purely  Medical  work  has  had  to  be  left  undone, 
but  the  difficulty  has  been  met  to  a  large  extent  by  the  increase  of  the  Staff  of  Health 
Visitors  and  School  Nurses,  and  by  the  fact  that  Dr.  Hamilton  Wood  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Parkinson 
have  adapted  their  arrangements  to  circumstances  as  they  have  arisen. 

59.  I  feel  constrained  again,  to  refer  especially  to  the  services  of  my  Deputy,  Dr. 
Hamilton  Wood.  Without  knowing  from  day  to  day  what  might  be  required  of  him,  he 
has  been  ready  and  indeed  has  put  his  hand  to  all  sorts  of  work,  supervising  and 
instructional,  in  order  that  the  Departmental  work  might  be  carried  on  with  as  much  good 
as  seemed  possible. 

Dr.  Parkinson  too  has  practically  had  a  roving  commission,  his  work  extending 
over  the  whole  Educational  County  Area,  and  although  perforce  much  has  remained  undone 
which  I  should  have  liked  to  have  seen  accomplished,  at  the  same  time  it  is  better  I  think  to  feel 
gratification  at  the  volume  of  useful  work  which  has  been  done. 

00.  In  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  the  Clerk  in  the  Department — Mr.  Walter  Rolinson, 

was  called  up  for  military  service.  A  substitute — Mr.  Wren,  was  appointed,  and  he  has 
performed  his  duties  to  my  satisfaction. 

61.  It  only  remains  to  record  the  great  value  of  the  work  done  by  the  Health 
Visiting  and  School  Nursing  staff.  It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  they  have  risen  to  the  occasion, 
and  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Lowe  have  succeeded  in  doing  much  in  the  way  of 
inspection  and  amelioration  without  which  the  County  children  would  have  suffered 
to  a  serious  degree. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Camb. 

School  Medical  Officer. 

62.  Extracts  of  Reports  of  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

Dr.  Parkinson,  reporting  on  his  work  of  Medical  Inspection  during  the  past  year 
makes  the  following  observations. 
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Summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  : — 

No.  of  “  Specials  ”  examined  ......  .  .  CiHs  866 }  1698 

No.  of  cases  examined  at  special  visits  and  the  re-examination 


of  those  found  Defective  in  1915  .  .  .  .  1297 

No.  of  Routines  examined  .  .  .  .  .  282 

Total  of  all  classes  examined  .  3277 

No.  of  Formal  Annual  Inspections  held  .  ....  .  191 

No.  of  Routine  Inspections  held  .  .  .  .  .  6 


The  above  numbers  do  not  include  the  work  done  in  investigating  the  question 
of  employment  of  school  children,  in  connection  with  which  232  cases  were  seen. 

63.  In  the  Inspections  referred  to  above,  989  Defects  (or  49'9  per  cent.)  were  found 
to  be  of  sufficient  severity  to  justify  notification  to  parents.  In  this  connection  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  cause  of  the  very  high  percentage  is  that  the  figures  refer  almost 
entirely  to  Specials,  i.e.  those  cases  about  whose  health  suspicion  exists.  The  number  of 
cases  found  Defective  is  much  more  than  this,  but  the  residuum  was  not  considered  severe 
enough  to  merit  notification  for  immediate  treatment.  They  were  therefore  ear-marked  for 
re-examination  at  a  future  date. 

This  high  percentage  of  Defective  cases  found  among  the  selected  cases,  indicates 
clearly  the  intelligent  interest  which  the  Head  Teachers  show  in  their  selection  and  in  this 
they  are  ably  assisted  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

Indeed,  it  is  quite  exceptional  to  find  that  a  case  is  needlessly  presented 
for  examination. 

64.  Of  individual  Defects,  Adenoids  and  Enlargement  of  the  Tonsils  are  the 
commonest,  there  being  437  sufficiently  severe  to  notify.  As  regards  Eye  Defects,  there 
were  200  cases  of  poor  vision  in  the  right  eye  and  205  in  the  left,  it  must  not  be  supposed 
however  that  these  together  affected  405  children,  since  in  many  cases  both  eyes  are  affected 
in  the  same  child. 

65.  In  addition  to  the  above,  121  cases  of  Squint  were  notified  as  requiring  attention. 

Here  again,  in  interpreting  these  last  mentioned  figures,  it  is  important  to 
remember  that  they  overlap  to  some  extent  on  account  of  the  fact  that  Squint  is  often,  but 
not  always  accompanied  by  a  diminution  in  the  acuity  of  vision,  with  the  result  that  some 
of  the  cases  appear  under  the  headings  both  of  Defective  Sight  and  also  Squint. 

66.  One  hundred  and  four  cases  were  found  to  be  distinctly  Anaemic,  while  93  gave 
evidence  of  Bronchial  Catarrh — these  figures  include  a  number  of  children  with  both  defects. 

Such  children  are  not  infrequently  very  much  below  normal  weight,  thin,  pale, 
subject  to  frequent  coughs,  especially  in  winter  ;  they  attend  school  badly,  being  kept  away 
by  the  parent  on  the  slightest  provocation. 

67.  Such  cases  often  come  under  my  observation  first,  owing  to  the  latter  fact. 
Teachers  are  justifiably  dissatisfied  with  the  irregularity  of  their  attendance  and  naturally 
want  to  know  how  they  stand  in  the  matter.  “  Is,  or  is  not  this  child  fit  to  attend  school  ?  ” 
I  am  frequently  asked,  and  they  continue — “  I  want  to  know  definitely  one  way  or  the  other, 
so  that  if  the  child  is  genuinely  ill,  it  may  be  officially  excluded,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  it  is  fit  for  school,  I  can  take  steps  to  ensure  its  regular  attendance  ?  ”  These  requests  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers  are  reasonable  enough  but  they  are  often  very  difficult  to 
answer  honestly. 
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68.  The  determination  of  the  exact  condition  is  by  no  means  easy.  Any  or  all  of  the 
following  causes  may  take  a  share  in  the  production  of  the  condition,  and  it  is  most  important 
to  assign,  as  far  as  possible,  the  correct  amount  to  each  : — 

(1)  Malnutrition,  produced  either  by  insufficient  or  improper  food. 

(2)  Bad  ventilation,  overcrowding  in  the  home  and  other  unhygienic  conditions. 

(3)  Insufficient  sleep. 

(4)  Actual  disease. 

In  some  cases  probably  more  than  one  of  the  above  mentioned  factors  play  a 
part,  examination  of  the  chest  is  often  very  disappointing,  as  it  is  quite  likely  that  many  of 
these  cases  are  already  tuberculous  and  certainly  a  few  become  obviously  so.  It  is  not  yet 
too  well  known  generally  that  in  children  tuberculous  infection  of  the  lungs  may  be 
manifested  as  persistent  anaemia.  One  examination  may  not  be  enough  to  detect  a  very  little 
dullness,  it  may  be  in  patches,  or  some  irregularity  in  the  breath  sounds,  or  a  series  of 
oscillating  temperatures.  Persistent  pallor  and  poor  average  weight  are  good  working 
indices  however,  and  should  not  be  taken  lightly. 

69.  Fortunately  the  tendency  of  early  tuberculous  states  in  children  is  towards 
recovery.  A  slight  amelioration  in  the  nourishment  and  in  the  surroundings  of  the  child  is 
often  sufficient  to  determine  improvement. 

In  some  of  my  cases  I  have  been  successful  in  getting  parents  to  co-operate  in 
these  points  but  this  method  is  too  haphazard  and  casual.  Steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  ensure 
that  all  these  cases  have  every  possible  advantage  and  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  their 
developing  phthisis. 

70.  My  usual  custom  is  to  exclude  these  children  for  a  period,  taking  such  steps  as 
are  possible  to  ensure  that  the  child  gets  plenty  of  nourishing  food,  cod  liver  oil  and 
abundance  of  fresh  air  during  the  period  of  exclusion,  at  the  expiry  of  the  period  of  exclusion 
it  is  again  examined  ;  not  infrequently,  the  child  is  much  better  and  definitely  fit  for  school 
while  in  others  a  further  exclusion  is  needed.  It  is  noticeable  that  where  there  has  only 
been  exclusion,  without  special  observance  of  the  rules  laid  down  above,  the  children  often 
fail  to  derive  any  benefit  from  their  stay  out  of  school.  Re-examination  at  frequent  intervals 
seems  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  these  cases  at  present. 

71.  In  a  number  of  schools  full  advantage  is  taken  of  playgrounds  or  fields,  in  order 
to  hold  Open  Air  Classes. 

72.  Eight  hundred  and  three  or  40  per  cent,  of  parents  attended  at  the  Inspections, 
this  is  the  lowest  percentage  for  several  years,  the  corresponding  figures  for  last  year  and  the 
year  before  being  52  per  cent,  and  44  per  cent,  respectively.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  for 
the  most  part  to  many  of  the  mothers  being  now  engaged  in  munition  works,  and  consequently 
they  are  not  free  to  attend  during  school  hours  while  their  children  are  being  examined. 

W.  H.  PARKINSON. 

(j )  Special  Report  into  the  question  of  the  Employment  of  School  Children  out  of 
school  hours,  as  far  as  concerns  the  Rugby  District. 

73.  (1) — Nature  of  Occupation. 

(2)  — Age  of  Child. 

(3)  — Wages  earned  per  week  and  whether  Meals  are  included  or  not. 

(4)  — Hours  of  Work  per  week,  with  special  reference  to  employment  at  unusual 

hours  (very  early  or  very  late.) 

(5)  — Whether  the  teacher,  with  his  knowledge  of  the  home  conditions  is  of  the 

opinion  that  such  employment  is  justifiable  or  at  least  excusable,  e.g. 

where  there  is  great  poverty. 
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(6)  — Whether  there  are  any  other  children  of  school  age  in  the  same  family  who 

are  also  working  out  of  school  hours. 

(7)  — Number  in  family  who  are  working. 

(8)  — Total  number  comprising  family. 

(9)  — Whether  there  are  Lodgers  taken  in  or  not. 

(10)  — General  physical  condition  of  the  Child. 

(11)  — Whether  in  the  opinion  of  the  teacher,  there  is  any  retardation  in  the  rate 

of  learning  which  may  fairly  be  attributed  to  the  outside  work. 

(12)  — Number  of  hours  sleep. 

74.  In  reference  to  the  question  of  justification  for  the  work  referred  to  above 
(query  5,)  the  following  conditions,  in  my  mind,  render  work  of  this  kind  excusable  or  in 
some  cases  consideracly  less  objectionable  : — 

(a)  — Great  poverty  in  the  family,  such  as  occurs  where  there  is  a  large  family  of 

young  children,  the  father  dead  and  the  boy  in  question  the  eldest  child. 

(b)  — While  labour  is  so  scarce,  there  is  a  national  if  not  domestic  reason  why 

such  boys  as  are  doing  farm  work  should  be  so  employed. 

(c)  — A  number  of  boys  (14)  are  engaged  as  “House  Boys.”  In  many  of  these 

cases  the  duties  are  light,  often  not  more  than  an  hour  a  day,  and  in 
nearly  all  these  cases  the  boys  get  one  or  sometimes  two  substantial 
meals  daily  at  their  place  of  employment.  The  result  is  that  many  of 
them  have  improved  in  nutrition  since  they  have  been  working. 

(d)  — In  a  few  cases  boys  who  have  hitherto  been  debilitated  and  in  the  “  pre- 

tuberculous  ”  condition,  have  obtained  employment  of  a  light  nature, 
such  as  driving  into  the  country  to  deliver  laundry  or  milk.  Such  boys 
have  benefitted  by  the  opportunities  so  afforded  of  getting  abundant 
fresh  air  especially  so  where  the  increased  family  income  has  been  spent 
on  getting  better  nourishment. 

75.  When  estimating  the  question  of  “  Mental  Retardation  ”  (Query  11)  it  must  be 
remembered  that  normally  a  child  increases  in  learning  while  at  school,  so  that  a  report  to 
the  effect  that  “  a  child  fails  to  get  on,”  or  “  is  not  getting  on  as  fast  as  it  used  to  do,”  is 
just  as  truly  “  Retardation  ”  as  one  stating  that  “  he  is  forgetting  what  he  knew  ” — the  two 
are  merely  different  degrees  of  the  same  process. 

76.  Altogether  232  boys  were  examined  with  the  results  noted  in  the  accompanying 
tables.  The  total  number  of  boys  on  the  books  of  the  schools  in  question  is  1368,  so  the 
percentage  of  boys  who  work  to  all  who  attend  school  is  almost  exactly  17. 

Table  I.  NATURE  OF  OCCUPATION. 


Errand 

Boy. 

Delivers 

Papers. 

Sells  Papers 
in  Street. 

Milk 

Boy. 

House  Shop  Farm 

Boy.  Assistant.  Boy. 

Telegraph 

Boy. 

Barber’s 

Boy. 

Theatre 

Assistant. 

Leads 
Blind  Man. 

132 

27 

21 

21 

14  ' 

9  3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Table  II. 

AGES. 

8—9  Years. 

9 — 10  Years. 

10—11  Years. 

11 — 12  Years. 

12—13  Years.  13 

-14  Years. 

1 

11 

22 

66 

74 

58 

Table 

III. 

WAGES 

EARNED. 

3d. 

6d. 

9d.  1/- 

1/3  1/6 

21-  2/6  3/- 

3/6  4/- 

4/6  5/ 

-  5/6 

6/- 

6/6  7/- 

With  Meals 

2 

0 

3  10 

1  5 

8  11  4 

1  3 

1  1 

1 

0 

0  2 

Without  Meals 

1 

5 

4  9 

2  20 

12  38  30 

21  15 

6  6 

5 

2 

1  2 

Table  IV.  No.  WORKING  IN  FAMILY. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

7 

56 

66 

53 

32 

10 

12 

3 

3 

Table  V.  HOURS  OF  WORK  PER  WEEK. 

%  K  *  a  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  I5  x6  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39 
**07254767  12  10  886496  to  10  9  12  xo  10  9636763742441x131 

Table  VI.  HOURS  IN  BED. 

8  Hrs.  8}  9  9^  10  10£  11  11*  12  13  13$ 

4  3  19  19  70  40  38  15  12  5  4  3 

Table  VII.  TOTAL  IN  FAMILY. 

2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14 

2  14  20  31  31  44  37  27  11  4  3  1  1 

Table  VIII.  PHYSICAL  CONDITION. 

Good.  Medium.  Bad. 

08  133  31 


Table  IX. 


EFFECTS  ON 

No  Slight 

Effect.  Retardation. 

97  42 


PROGRESS  AT  SCHOOL. 

Marked 

Retardation. 

93 


77.  ( k )  Notes  on  Points  brought  out  by  the  above  Tables. 

Table  1. — Nature  of  Occupation. 

The  first  class — “  Errand  Boys  ” — really  include  a  large  variety  of  occupations 
which  were  too  numerous  to  mention  individually,  but  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the 
delivery  of  goods  for  butchers,  bakers,  wine  and  spirit  merchants,  laundry,  chemists, 
millinery,  etc. 

78.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  class  of  “  Paper  Boys  ”  has  been  divided  into  two — 
those  who  deliver  papers  at  houses  and  those  who  sell  them  in  the  street. 

With  regard  to  the  first  group  there  is  no  greater  objection  than  to  many  of  the 
other  forms  of  occupation,  although  in  one  instance  a  boy  informed  me  that  his  round  took 
him  to  Kilsby.  As  this  meant  about  12  miles  for  the  return  journey  it  was  not  surprising 
that  when  he  got  to  school  at  9  o’clock  he  was  tired  out  and  not  in  a  fit  state  to  derive  the 
maximum  benefit  from  his  lessons.  This,  however,  is  an  exceptional  case  and  usually  tiie 
paper  rounds  are  quite  local. 

79.  There  is  a  far  greater  objection  to  the  employment  of  children  to  sell  papers  in 
the  street,  and  several  of  the  teachers  have  reported  to  me  a  distinct  moral  degeneration 
in  some  of  these  cases.  Many  of  these  boys  have  to  get  up  very  early  to  meet  newspaper 
trains  at  the  stations  :  I  have  notes  of  one  who  gets  up  at  3.45  a.m.,  and  another  at  4.45  a.m. 
for  this  purpose,  there  is  a  great  risk  of  these  children  getting  insufficient  sleep,  as  although 
they  may  go  to  bed  early  (about  6  p.m.)  it  by  no  means  follows  that  they  go  to  sleep  at  once. 

80.  The  constant  shouting  tends  to  injure  the  voice  and  in  three  cases  boys  had  become 
so  hoarse  since  they  had  commenced  selling  papers  that  it  was  difficult  to  hear  what  they 
said,  and  in  all  probability  they  had  done  permanent  damage  to  larynx  and  vocal  chord. 
Until  recently  these  Paper  Boys  were  working  till  late  at  night,  10  or  11  p.m.  in  some  cases, 
but  fortunately  a  recent  bye-law  has  put  an  end  to  their  activities  in  this  direction  after 
8  o’clock  at  night. 

Table  2. — Ages. 

81.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  boys  are  over  11  years  old,  though  there  were 
22  in  the  10-11  group,  11  in  the  9-10  group  and  1  under  9.  Employment  at  these  small  ages 
is  specially  to  be  deplored,  although  in  the  case  of  the  last  named  (the  one  under  9,)  the  boy 
is  taking  no  harm,  he  is  a  house  boy,  only  working  on  Saturdays  for  about  an  hour,  and  he 
gets  a  good  meal  at  his  place  of  employment. 
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82.  It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  not  one  boy  al  school  whose  age  is  over  14,  this  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  they  all  leave  school  as  soon  as  the  period  of  compulsory  attendance 
has  elapsed. 

Table  3. —  Wages  earned. 

83.  The  low  figures,  such  as  3d.,  6d.,  9d.,  refer  in  most  cases  to  those  boys  who  work 
on  Saturdays  only.  The  most  usual  wage  is  2/6  per  week.  Such  boys  put  in  about 
22  hours  a  week. 

Table  4. — Number  working  in  family. 

84.  In  this  connection,  the  question  arises  of  how  to  classify  members  of  a  family 
who  were  away  from  home  on  active  service,  therefore,  in  order  to  make  these  figures 
consistent,  the  following  arbitary  rules  wei'e  adhered  to  : — 

In  the  case  of  a  father  in  the  army,  from  whom  separation  allowance  was  received, 
he  was  counted  as  a  working  member  of  the  family.  In  the  case  of  a  single  son,  the  same 
rule  was  applied,  but  if  the  son  was  married  and  had  a  home  of  his  own  he  was  neither 
reckoned  as  a  member  of  the  family  nor  as  a  wage  earner.  In  the  case  of  married  sons  who 
made  their  home  with  their  mother  and  father,  they  were  treated  in  this  respect 
as  though  single. 

Table  5. — Hours  of  work  per  week. 

85.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  most  usual  figure  under  this  heading  is  18  to  24.  The 
high  figures  of  30  and  over  are  certainly  very  harmful  and  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion 
that  if  children  are  allowed  to  do  work  of  this  kind  at  all.  they  ought  to  be  strictly  limited 
to  not  more  than  22  or  23  hours  per  week. 

In  the  cases  of  the  five  boys  working  37,  38,  and  39  hours  they  were  at  their 
employment  before  breakfast,  during  the  dinner  hour  and  all  evening,  while  on  Saturdays 
they  all  put  in  over  12  hours.  The  result  was  that  they  had  no  time  for  relaxation  of  any 
kind.  These  boys  were  physically  and  mentally  among  the  worst  in  the  series. 

Table  6. — Hours  in  bed. 

86.  This  table  has  been  labelled  “hours  in  bed”  rather  than  “hours  of  sleep,” 
because  the  two  terms  are  by  no  means  synonymous,  and  in  the  case  of  those  boys  who  go 
to  bed  about  6  p.m.  to  compensate  for  rising  about  3  or  4  a.m.,  it  is  very  probable  that  they 
lie  awake  for  a  considerable  period  after  going  to  bed. 

Table  7. — 

87.  The  remarks  under  table  4  apply  here  also. 

Table  8. — 

88.  Of  the  232  cases  examined  164  were  found  to  be  below  normal  and  the  teachers 
informed  me  that  many  of  them  had  shown  a  marked  falling  off  since  they  had  commenced 
to  do  work  out  of  their  school  hours.  Fifty-five  of  them  were  very  distinctly  anaemic  and 
many  of  them  were  very  evidently  in  want  of  sufficient  sleep. 

Table  9. — Effects  on  progress  at  School. 

89.  Teachers  are  almost  unanimous  in  declaring  that  the  work  done  by  their  scholars 
out  of  school  hours  has  a  harmful  influence,  it  makes  many  of  them  very  dull,  and  much 
slower  to  learn  than  formerly. 

In  so  many  cases  has  the  first  sign  of  mental  deterioration  or  retardation  been 
noticed  at  a  short  interval  after  a  boy  has  commenced  work  that  there  can  be  little  doubt  as 
to  the  connection  between  the  two. 
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90.  In  135  out  of  the  232  cases  examined  there  was  some  degree  of  evil  effect  noticed, 
and  I  have  good  reason  for  thinking  that  some  at  least  of  the  balance  are  also  similarly 
affected,  although  the  teacher  has  not  noticed  it. 

In  some  cases  there  has  been  a  distinct  evidence  of  moral  degeneration  as 
evidenced  by  the  committal  of  petty  thefts  in  school,  lying  to  escape  punishment  for  faults,  etc. 
A  very  common  result  is  that  many  of  these  boys  owing  to  early  rising  or  heavy  work  arrive 
at  school  very  sleepy  and  tired  out.  In  these  circumstances  they  are  in  no  fit  state  to  derive 
the  full  benefit  from  their  work  at  school. 

91.  Another  serious  feature  is  that  the  boys  in  many  cases  get  their  meals  very 
irregularly,  as  a  consequence  of  their  duties.  In  many  cases  they  have  their  breakfast  about 
6  a.m.  and  get  nothing  more  to  eat  till  dinner  time.  Some  of  these  get  their  mid-day  meal 
as  soon  as  they  leave  school  (about  12.15  p.m.,)  but  others  who  work  at  dinner-time  also  may 
have  to  wait  till  1.30.  These  long  intervals  between  meals  are  very  likely  to  be  the  starting 
point  of  dyspepsia  in  after  life  and  this  danger  is  very  apt  to  be  aggravated  by  the  meals 
being  bolted  owing  to  the  hurry  to  get  back  to  school. 

92.  I  have  discovered  that  a  number  of  children  plead  illness  as  an  excuse  for  absence 
from  school  but  when  the  matter  is  enquired  into  it  is  found  that  they  are  absenting 
themselves  in  order  to  put  in  longer  hours  at  work. 

93.  Other  Statistics. 

Thirty-seven  boys  work  on  Sundays  in  addition  to  week-days.  In  35  cases  there 
is  also  one  other  brother  of  school  age  who  is  working  out  of  school  hours,  in  seven  cases 
there  are  two  other  brothers  and  in  two  cases  three  other  children  so  employed.  The  above 
only  refer  to  children  of  school  age. 

94.  In  65  cases  the  teacher  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  work  done  by  the  boy  is  either 
justifiable  or  at  least  excusable,  for  one  or  other  of  the  reasons  stated  above,  and  in  19  cases 
there  was  a  reasonable  cause  to  suspect  that  such  was  the  case  although  it  was. not  possible  to 
speak  with  certainty.  In  31  cases  there  was  one  lodger  staying  at  the  boys’  home  ;  in  seven 
cases  there  were  two  and  in  one  case  there  v»ere  three  lodgers. 

Conclusion. 

95.  The  evidence  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect  shows  that  the  practice  of  working 
out  of  school  hours  is  a  very  prevalent  one,  but  it  is  probable  that  these  figures  are  higher 
than  similar  ones  for  the  whole  county,  this  being  due  to  the  fact  that  the  opportunities  for 
work  are  much  greater  in  an  Urban  District  than  they  would  be  in  a  Rural  one.  Moreover, 
it  is  probable  that  the  practice  was  never  so  prevalent  as  it  is  at  the  present  time  when 
labour  is  so  scarce. 

96.  There  is  little  doubt  in  my  mind  that  work  of  any  kind,  unless  it  be  of  the 
lightest  nature  and  of  very  short  duration,  cannot  be  undertaken  by  school  boys  without 
their  progress  at  school  suffering  in  consequence.  The  long  hours  such  as  38  or  39  per  week 
are  most  harmful  and  deprive  a  boy  of  the  mental  relaxation  and  healthy  exercise  afforded 
by  sports,  which  are  just  as  important  a  part  of  a  boy’s  life  as  education  itself. 

The  adage  u  all  work  and  no  play  make  Jack  a  dull  boy  ”  appears  to  me  to  be 
quite  accurate,  but  I  would  also  add — “  and  makes  a  physical  wreck  of  him  as  well. 

W.  H.  PARKINSON. 
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RESULTS  OF  INSPECTION  OF  CHILDREN  IN  THE  SCHOOLS,  1916. 


# 

co 

6 

6 

5 

1 

7 

3 

5 

5 

CO 

r— 1 

CO 

co 

o 

C~ 

co 

rH  CO 

03 

SI^OX 

o 

CM  rH  CM  rH 

CO 

CO 

cc 

to 

co 

oa  O 

© 

CM 

CM 

rH 

CM 

T— 1 

CM 

r— i 

CO 

*H  rH 

. 

CO 

CM 

eg 

. 

O 

o 

£ 

— 

2 

6 

2 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7 

O  CM 

rH  Hi 

rH 

I- 

Hi 

rH 

iO 

CM  O 

8FI0 

rH 

CM  »H  O-l  rH  H 

Hi 

Oa 

»o 

Cl 

IH 

CO 

co  lO 

H 

i-5 

eg 

rH 

rH 

tH 

rH 

i — 1 

© 

'3 

< 

© 

H 

CL, 

CQ 

rH 

Hi  co  iO  oc 

t''-  rH 

iO  »h 

CM 

rH 

<r> 

CM 

co 

Oa  CO 

gjfog 

era 

Hi 

CO 

CO 

co 

co 

O'* 

era 

o  10 

o 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

*H 

V* 

rH 

CO 

6 

CO 

$-1 

H 

c 

eg 

CQ 

ea§'Biu80J9cj 

CM  CO 
da  cb 
co 

CC  H  CM 

id  O  H 

iO  CM  CO  iO 
id  Hi  CM  CM 

© 

H 

H 

c* 

C Q 

04 

© 

c$ 

HH 

© 

o 

O 

N  N  O  O 

COHNCO  Ca 

OCiH 

CM 

rH  r— i  CT*  Cl  rH 

<5 

w 

CQ 

si^ox 

fO  »C  O  Cl 
r—  c o 

Hi  rH  CM 

era  Hi  ih 
CM 

Hi  CO  rH  rH  '-O 

Cl 

^  . 

eaSB^u0OJ9g 

O  CO 

•©  H 

o 

rH 

CO 

O 

Cp 

5-9 

ip  Oa 
cb 

rH 

CM 

O 

cd 

■QC 

Oa 

y~i 

a 

•rH 

H 

04 

> 

© 

HH 

eg 

© 

?5 

© 

•< 

«-3 

s{^°x 

rH 

rH  J— 

1C 

1C 

co  ci  co 

rH  CO  CM 

CO  IH 

Eh 

1^-  rH  CO  rH 

hH 

*-H 

co  CO  CM 

Cl 

»H 

Cl 

-O  CO 

co 

rH 

6 

£ 

© 

© 


co 

f* 

O 

OQ 


•oi) 

'.S 

’> 

eg 

© 


saSr^ueojag 


ip  to 

iw  6  o 

CO 


NCTit^9 

ib  H  c<(  eb 


si^ox 


l>0  00  0  <M 
to  ^  -H 
CO  CO 


CO  -tH  CO  CO  ■— I  •** 

U"V  rH  Hi 
CO  *— i 


C5  CC  C  ^  CO  H 
H  H  H  CO 


d 

© 


c 

£ 


c3 

"®  H  Q 

O  «  O 

*  O  ^ 

S  £ i  ffi 


.  r- 


^  ®  o  1  x  -T?-"  6C" '  r  ® -s 

'So  ^-s .»'■§§§ 

PQ^Ph  WOQM^^  3  £  5=  *  Eg  S 


0) 

> 

’5b 

m 
r C 

c3 

o 


o 

o  ^ 
o 


C  cc 

3  S3 


p 

O 

a 

Sh 

o 


O 

m 


a 

P 

_,  0-. 
"g  PQ 
-*©» 
o 

p 


P 

to 

*h 

ctf 

rH 

H 

k-.-o 
-1  a> 

i  tfS 


4) 

tX  "03 
~  o> 
iS  be 

^  P2 


c3  *-  ^  3 


A 

c3 

XI 

p 

P 

£> 


2  d 
£ 


1) 

« 

<4H 

o 

CQ 


0) 

O 


o 

•T5 


:S 

CP 

o 


c6 

O 


cp  r 

p  * 


cc 

r  *CQ 

CP 

m 

P 

*.  r-  CQ 

~  -  o 


£5 


o 

p 

«H 

p 

Q 

p 

cc 

o 

£h  ^ 

S 

^rd  g 

O  H 


o 

K  d) 

'y 

< 


-5 

3 

•a 

„  o 


p 

O 


O  VO  OO  CO  ^  CO 
rf  N  ^  h 

y-*  t-4  CM  <M 


Cl  O  ‘O  O  't 
Oi  H  1-H  H 


OOCO^NHOOOOOCO 
O  CO  CO  Oi  O  O  W  o  Oi 


i—i  CO  HH-^CO  WOO 

CM 


ID  O 
Ci  CO  *— i 


vO  »0  CM 
to  WD1W 


O  CTi 

CM  CM 


CO 


r-  »0 


t£>  CO  ^  o 

CO  w 


OOOOHtONrfiCOiO 
(W  i-t  H  CO  1— I  CM  — <  VO 


HOOHH^OONX-^tOr^WtO 
vO  CM  CO  *-H  CM  »"H  CM 

t£> 


O  Tt1  t£> 
CT*  OO 


CCCCOhCmOWO^O^NON 
t^COCOCMCMOiC*)^  CO  CM 


O  CO  Oi  to  O  CO  H  o 
^  CM  1-H  VO  CO  CO  1— I 


H  WOJCOHHHtDNOl 
»0  Tf  H  CO  H  CM 


OO 


o 

t£> 

to 


CM 


^(MOJ 

O  »0 

r— I  ^ 


tO  O  H  H  tO  N 

O  cc  CO  tio  to 


CM  vp  ^ 

O  O  O  O 


vO  <d> 
vO 


OCO'tOOHN 
OO  (M  Cl  O  O 


OiWOOrJtHCCCOCO 


•^OvO^OOtDHvOCO 


CM  *-H  N  iO  *“H 
^  CM  O 
CO 


to  CM  *D  VO 
CO  OO  ^ 


CO  tp  ip  <p  CM  CO  CO 
O  »H  CO  *-H  CO  t>» 

i— I  ‘O 


VO  co  p 

O  O  CO 

o\ 


CO  CO 

o  o 


co  co 


OO  t— 

cr- 


cm  co 
—i  CM  CM 


vO  CM  CM 


o 

o 

co 


CO  CM  CO  C)  t>*  H  N  ^  CM  ^ 

CO 


tO  CM 


N^OO'O 
i-H  CM 


vp  Vp  CO  CO  CO  pi  VO 
O  co  to  ^  co  to  to 


to  co  t*  to 

h  o  a*  o 


CM 


CO  CM  tO  ^  CO  ^ 
—  CO  -H  r-(  CM  CM 

CM 


to  co  »o  CM 
to 
co 


CO  CO  co  1— I  co 


CO 

co 


O  O  VO 


CM 


a>  ct>  co 

H  VO 


to 

© 

<n 

to 

c3 


© 
o  p 


MPS.P  « 

^•H  §  .2P*g  .SP'g 

°  ® 

CO  ^ 


>— I  _>>  3J 


tB5  05  05^05  05 

00  S'  to  S' S' 


(3 

.3  o 

-P> 

to 

co 

©  ~ 


be^ 

•rH  ^ 

P3  >d 


© 

w 

73 


d 

.2 

*CD 

£ 


'  X 

w 


o 

a> 

«4-i 

© 

Q 

© 

S3 

© 

,4 


be 

© 

P3  P 


s3 

8 


p 

05.2 
£  to 


0 

o 


TJ 

- 

S3 

& 


»fl<J  $f>'o 


—  S3 

’C  03 
®  . 
S  o 


o 


oo 

-P 

o 

CS 

P 


u 

o 

O 


OcoQQcoQGq 


© 

CO 

C3 

© 

to 

§5 

n 

©  03 

GO  C3 

rS  o 

-+-3  -3 

tH  O 

g  g 


be 


<& 
s  © 

'ffi 


o 

T  © 
© 
P, 

CQ 


d 

o 

O 

_  -4-3 

-  d 
© 


t- 

d 

o 


d 

Pn 

to  d 

’55  5 

c  rd 


^  2 
^  © 
u 

d  r3 


C3 

o 

*73 


to 


o 

d 
o 


©  P? 

2 

*13  cp 
o  •’-< 

Z,  -M 

a  o 

►»  i 

®  'O  ® 

_  ^  S3  05 

,®  r—H  ®  50 

OO  3i  5. 

^5-p  Cj  ® 

S  .so  5 
|p3  a  w  c 


o 

o 

o 

CO 


t3 

® 


S3 

.s  s  c: 

SoS- 

S  s  B  ® 
So-!-0 
0  t-  a  o 
<!  ffl  3-i  H 


® 


05 

Q 


O  tifiCO 

^  “ 

be 

.S  fl« 

P3  -  O 


d?  (h 

*5  2 

^  •— 

^  O 
H 

o 


— 

© 

© 

*4-< 

© 


^  o  1 


50^ 

P 


05 

P- 


®  05 
be 

?h  *d 

-S  s 
c  5 

H  £ 


to 'd 

©  a 

§  g 

©  o 
to 

3  -2 
00  § 
d  «4h 

c  © 

’S1— 1 

c3  — 

-4-P  © 

d  d 

5  O  rt 

o  a  m 


c 

o 

o  5 

05  ‘cc 
P.  s3 

00  fl 


S  S 

S  a  n 
:  ?w 

03  ^  rrt 


p  g  .2  « 

©  ,ZL  -*-»  c_ 

be  ©  g  o5 

°  >5^2  -p 

O  -P  P  -U 

0330 


*5  'P  05 
P  s-  OO 

05  ®  p 
m  $  *<-i 
05  P2  ® 
s-  cS  t- 

p  p 

OO  05  05 

C  rd  rd 
j  d  d 

c3  -d  .d 

POO 


.....  . 


-  -  ' 


m  a  *;*  r.*  t 


* 


Tabular  Statement  of  Work 


Total  No.  of  Defect 
by  the  S. 

Cases  first  reported 
1916. 

ve  Cases  Reported 

M  O.H. 

Cases  left  over  from 
previous  years. 

Total  No. 
otherwise 
Notified. 

Total  No. 
dealt  with. 

Total  No.  of 
Visits  made. 

Total  No.  of  Cases 
Unvisited— i.e.,  Left 
School,  Removed,  Not 
Seen,  Not  Found. 

1916  - 

1596 

320 

4340 

6256 

9492 

- , 

80 

Vision. 

1 

Adenoids  and  Tonsils. 

Deafness  and 
Otorrhoea. 

Sub-Divisions. 

No  of 
Cases. 

Spec¬ 

tacles 

ob¬ 

tained. 

Medical  Other- 
advice  wise 

ob-  Trea- 

tained.  ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Medical 

advice 

ob¬ 

tained. 

No.  of 
opera¬ 
tions. 

No 

advice 

ob¬ 

tained. 

Medi¬ 

cally 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

! 

I.  Miss  Brown  - 

- 

541 

10 

16  4 

9 

9 

1 

26 

2 

1 

11.  Mrs.  Richardson 

- 

523 

18 

24  — 

1 

24 

8 

5 

13 

4 

III.  Miss  Chorlton 

- 

819 

65 

79  16 

33 

49 

20 

65 

14 

13 

IV.  Miss  Pakes 

- 

308 

16 

17  3 

9 

8 

4 

4 

2 

1 

V.  Miss  Baker  - 

- 

570 

16 

22  3 

14 

16 

11 

7 

4 

4 

VI.  Miss  Jeffrey  - 

- 

421 

35 

13  2 

18 

10 

IS 

25 

11 

7 

VII.  Miss  Sutton  ... 

- 

1019 

27 

25  4 

31 

24 

23 

22 

o 

VIII.  Miss  Hunter  - 

- 

286 

5 

14  2 

3 

23 

14 

5 

l 

IX.  Miss  Wheatley 

338 

16 

26  4 

1 

20 

11 

5 

8 

X.  Miss  Abbott  ... 

- 

316 

19 

35  10 

17 

13 

12 

25 

1 

2 

XI.  Miss  Underwood 

- 

300 

14 

22  3 

2 

32 

15 

15 

3 

1 

XII.  Miss  Campbell- 

- 

452 

14 

27  3 

28 

16 

10 

26 

9 

2 

XIII.  Miss  Gough  - 

- 

259 

5 

9  — 

5 

12 

8 

11 

4 

2 

XIV.  Mrs.  Perren  - 

- 

104 

5 

6  1 

4 

10 

8 

5 

1 

Total  - 

- 

6256 

265 

335  55 

175 

266 

161 

246 

78 

41 

Percentages  for  the  year  1916 

* 

- 

- 

69- 

51  9 

655 

Percentages  for  the  year  1915 

- 

- 

- 

79-7 

65’6 

674 

The  totals  under  Vision — Spectacles  obtained— 265,  and  under  Adenoids  and  Tonsils — Number  of  Oper¬ 
ations — 161,  are  not  included  when  calculating-  the  percentages  under  these  two  headings.  The  figures  265 
being  included  in  335,  medical  advice  obtained  ;  and  161  in  266,  medical  advice  obtained. 


undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 


To-1"**1  No.  of  Cases 
Treated. 

Total  No.  of  Cases 
Untreated. 

Total  No.  of 
Children  Examined 
in  School. 

Total  No.  of  Medical 
Inspections  attended 
at  the  Schools. 

No.  of  Cases  Reported 
to  the  N.S.P.C.C. 

No.  of  Health  Talks 
given. 

General  Remarks. 

5481 

695 

30092 

235 

79 

141 

No  Teeth  are  included  in  any  of  these  Totals 

An®mia, 

Debility. 

Heart  Disease. 

Incipient 

Phthisis. 

Spinal,  etc., 
Defects. 

Verminous  and 
Ulcerated  Heads. 

Head  infected  with 
Nits. 

Scabies. 

Impetigo. 

Ringworm. 

Defective 

Teeth. 

Neglected 

Children. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Medi¬ 

cally 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Medi¬ 

cally 

Trea- 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Medi¬ 

cally 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Medi¬ 

cally 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Medical 

advice 

ob¬ 

tained. 

X 

Rays. 

Home 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

No 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Im¬ 

proved. 

Not 

Im¬ 

proved 

Trea¬ 

ted. 

Not 

Trea 

ted. 

3 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

33 

1 

132 

— 

12 

— 

67 

8 

27 

6 

Is 

______ 

r 

6 

26 

1 

■#  1 - 

135 

14 

3 

4 

— 

9 

1  — 

4 

— 

26 

— 

177 

— 

16 

— 
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